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Se “Apart from these 


6. “However, there exe fnctors in 


ic “Defeat at the hands of the Israelis came as a great shock to the Syrians. But in 
_ ony event, Syria was ripe for any cheage which would give promise of a better M 


He was succeeded ona thereafter by the present leader, Colonel 
al-Ghishddi, who took over at the close of last year. This was ix 

after an ent. goverment had been formed, headed by a civilian, one Dr. 
the militery. The renson for this 


Maruf Dewmlebl, anil excluding regia 
turnover had prix Ly to do with the question of union with Iraq need 
detein va here. — 


etrong hand has been aeeded in Syria if it was not 
supplied. Horeorer, it is equally 
the successive military leaders have promulested revalu-~ 


i ae oc ime restricted the authority of the Yuslin ous Lesy 
RPE eck ik tea. Ee 4 ® gave 8 ted 20 
vote (limited only by literacy) ~~ & retical fap n'a lustes comming, right 


3 “Colonel Shighekli has gonc further, isezing decross providing for land reforms : 
limit the sise of nev Jeni noldings and provide for the reversion of umueel lands 
to tie state. ecent decrees have aleo provided for an “inheritance and legacies" 
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tex on immovables as vell as movables which alone were formerly taxed; the taxation 
of real property has been increased with graduated rates, and the reporting and ad- 
ministrative machinery tightened an4 improved; irrigation taxes have been reformed 


therefrom. The atate ie thus on the way to remedying the chief defect of the Syrian 
fiecal system, namely, the absence of any balance between direct and indirect taxa- 
tion, revenue formerly being derived mainly from indirect taxes end fees of a re~- 
gressive nature -- a practice the present government gtates is ‘opposed to principles 
of social justice’. 


“The government haa set up a Consultative Health Board drawn from ite chief health 
specieliote and leading doctors, to advise on programs and legisiation. In the name 
of social justice, all honorary titles of distinction have been abolished because 
‘they had become degenerate and cheap as well as quite meaningless and of no value, 
and their continued use reflected our (Syrian) inability to rid ourselves of the 
evils of the past.’ Price controls have been established and decrees issued designed 
to improve the working conditions of laborers. On 10 June, a new Syrian Cabinet 

was appointed by the Chief of State and Premier, who aleo took the Defense and Interior 
portfolios. Some political observers in Damascus believe thie is a definite step 
toward the restoration of democratic parliementary life as promised earlier by the 
Army. 


"wost of these new laws are revolutionary indeed in Arab society; and if they or some 
of then can be implemented, Syria, which has floundered so long, vill have a bright 
future. It has extensive lands for agricultural expansion and great areas such as 
the Ghab and Rudj marshes which can be reclaimed through draining. Even larger areas 
can be made to bloom with irrigation and the conservation and full utilisation of 
ite water reserves. Thus thepgh there are approximately five million seven hundred 
thousand acres now in cultivation in Syria, there are et least another eight and « 
half million cultivatable acres available or approximately 1.5 times the ares now in 
cultivation. 


“We ao not wish to give the impression that all is beer and skittles with the present 
government of Syria. It is a dictatorship dominated by the military with a general, 
Favei Selo, a5 Chief of State, Prime Minister and Minister of Defense as well as 
Interior, and with Colonel Shishekli as the power behind the scenes. In addition to 
the truly revolutionary and progressive decrees referred to above, the Government 
has alse ieeved decrees abolishing political parties, controlling the preas, and 
prohibiting all university studente as well as students of public ani private achools 
from joining eny political party or group or engaging in political activity or par- 
ticipating in etrikes or other unauthorized demonstrations <- a measure, hovever, 
which in view of the experiences of Egypt vhere the universities, with the encourage- 
ment of the Wafd, became centers of political rather than educational activity, is 
perhaps not unwise. 


"The Syrian government has also forbidden the establishment of any new foreign private 
achools ané hes laid down rather strict but not illiberal rules to te observed by the 
private Syrien schools. However, the decree effecting these changes allows existing 
foreign schools to contime to operate subject to the rules and regulations of the 
decree vbich affects all private achools, foreign or national, any of which could be 
closed if the State ao decreed. Prohibited aleo are contacts on the pert of govern- 
ment officials with foreigners ana the dissemination of foreign propegania -« this 
latter being a reaction, of course, against the heavy cumilative volume of pressure 
being exerted upon Syria not only by the Western powers, but also by Israel, furkey 
and by such neighboring Arab states as Egypt and Saudi Arabia as well as, indirectly, 
by Russia. 


"yet with all this, the Syrian decrees and the attitudes of the Syrian military 


leaders eg vell as the form and language of thelr pronouncements, are curiously like 
those of Ataturk in the early days of his dictatorship in Turkey; and it is not too 


c OFFICIALS ONLY 
Security 


Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP83-00423R000500580003-0 


iS. 


16. 


LT 


18, 


IDs 


Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP83-00423R000500580003-0 


‘Vighlent People! 


‘Sver since the commencement of the era of indepeience, we volun- 
following osth end to secept ite terms as the guide ani motto of 
all mur actions: 


officers in ali. the aforementioned obligations to ahed ay 
blood in the dfecharge of ay aaty; so help me God.? 


“Therefore, while one cannot say vat is going to happes in Syria there is 
chance, at least, that the present Syrian experimut, viich is being closely weened 


in the West as well es in the Middle East, may be both significant and encoureging 


ives 
éreen of 


“SO much for the psyohological sad political scene. The econanie story of Syria i 
not much different. from those of the other countries covered by this repert spd 20. 


“The Rribes of Syria constitute an important segeent of the agriculturel or rural 
population ailmcet a half milion of a total population of slightly cnn 
three and 4 quarter millions. Taey exist in various eteiges of settlamst, fron 
pastoral nomadion to almost completely settled agriculture. Shey are 
fermere in their own way and in their ows right although they are not weually oon- 
sidered or officially classified as such. But it ie they who harvest the 


“The larger and wore important segeeat of the population, however is made up of 
village folk vho total over = million anda elf, ‘They are the ealtivatore ot the 
soil, whether they ow it or work on it as tenants or laborers, vho prodice most of 
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Me eal Geek eee ce ee eee ee 
ere really predominantly agricultural in charactes. The enallest and nevest seg~ 
ment of the egricultursi life of Syris are tha orogresstve lend owmmera wu -« with 
upwtiowudate srtheds of cultivation and harvesting with tractors ané combines amd with 
extensive irrigation works «~ are growing and @lspoaing of large cropy of grain and 


“Though this be bat a aucll sagaent, the impact of this group apon the traditéenal 
life of Byvia is bows! te grow. The inportant thing viich this trier analysis of 
Reve tenn fgpediarhoee jitter gachond Hones ed Mee S68 thet aay progres of agri~ 
cultautas darvw went and rue) wolfere mast center in the villagns, working ultimately 


Se tos ated Pe oe ae tas aes ee 
jacks seni the seme needs os cleewhero in the area, Ths basic services of commmity 
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sad in this capacity be is a tulvark of ail thet is best in Amrioat influence 
throughout the Hear East. 


region it 
upon the willeuaterad coast. mono Geter aaicea teen oe 
upon the progress made in thie rich northwest corner of the country. ‘There will 
be a growing demand for the services whieh the college can render, 


Te agetne Comapies & unique position in Aleyyo and infeed in the viele of Syria, 
oe ee er ie an ee ee 
of instruction. Demmecue 


the college vag for a fund that he could use for increases, nev staff 
polntments, begionings of a pension fund and seas overdue er 
hundred @llars spent in thhe way te 


strangthon an invelueble ineti<- 
tution will tring greater returns in leadership and the extension of the best kind 
Of American democratic and spirttuel influence than 9 miliion dollars verth of 
projects devised for specific purposes. 


"At @ time vheo American prestign ie at ite lovest ebb in the Hear East, these 
Liberal arts colleges with a missionary background of unselfish service are sinost 
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greet pity to let their influence wither for leck of the small smount neaded to 


in Aleppo is another extreordinary pereon and pioneer, 
MiCa, MoDs» Pasi eBoy FL. .8., the divactor ent ebief an 
bin medical training st , 


in London, having served as a pilot in the Royal Air Force during the lest var vhen 
he wee awarded the Air Force Crose. 

28, “The Alteunyan Hospital was founded in 1903 by the late Dr. Assadour Altounyan who 
wag born in Sivas, Turkey, and educated at the American Mission College of Aintab 


the college was forced to clese, eo with his Irish missionary wifes ,he settled 
gy pel rec started the hospital and continued to work until hie death in 
Jemary 1950 at the age of 93. 


5 “Phe hospital has corned a high reputation for its ploneer w in medicine and 
me surgery. It is one of the few Me@ical Centers in the Mldile which hes the nec- 
XK covery tained otaff end equipment with which te untertaks modara methods of treat 


Dy 
cancer y is used for the treatment of 2000 cases of Ring Horn each year, 


. “Abtaehed to the hospitel is the only mursing school in North Syria and one of the ——"— 
= geu in the Middle East which attempts to carry out the systematic training of nurses. 
It was founded 25 yeare ago end is directed by an English Sister Tutor. It has on 
average of $0 atudente in training over a foureyeer course. These students come 


L. “We iupressive are the physical plant, the efficiency an¢ the esprit de corpe 
= of the staff of the hospital. Striking are the dicipline, 
equipment, an& the obvious and exceptional competence of 1 airector. Also im- 
pressive is his daughter vho directs the adninietration of the hospital. 


* e. became inderentent state the goverment has been faced with the 
= meoblen of ovganizing efficient state hospitals. The functioning of these hogpl- 


= sf progrene da eis field is to be mada. Tt is not the isolated British-trained 
nurse vho‘is mot required at present, but the essential foundations of a aursing 
gervice, firmly established and understood by the authorities anf the public, whlch 
will encourage girls te take up mursing os a profession end make it possible for 
thoge sent to England to come back to work in an organization not too far removed 
frea that in which they were tueined. It is therefore met inpertant to hare on the 
spot a Medics] Center and muretag school mm on Western lines, which wilt not only 
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turn outctrained nurses, Tor vhbom there is am incressing demand, but which will ales 
serve as on exemple to ths country which hus not had the time or the experience to 
develop a uuraing service of its own. The Altounyen Hospitel is guch @ place; ami 
the hospital's up-to-date equlyment and the high standard of work maintained, afford” 
tae student nuress auple opportunities of prectising modern methods of nursing Ln 

tie vars. 


“Thus 1% is that the mosing school can play 2 very important role in the establighe 


school is able to trefn more nurses each year than are needed hy the hospital itself. 
Dr. Aitounyen, who is interested. in the teaching of doctors and nurses, 
is only too emclous to cooperate with the govermuent in any scheme and to advise ou 2+ 


medieal antters. Thus during the past five years great efforts 
the uurelag school to raise the general standard in spite of the Lack of spectal 
fimuis for the purpose, 


“Recent develogwents in the relations of the hoapltel with the goveraeent show that 
the Ministry of Health welcomes the hogpltal's cooperation. The Direuter of Health 


Tho hospital hae oo éiiowsent and is not supported by any subventions fram the state. 
The fact is that De. Altounya:: is using hie own now meeges funds aml the money he 


mursing school in particular has become = heavy burden on the hoepitals wudget. 


"Hear Keet Foundation Village Develogment Progran in Syria: It ie assumed thet the 

basic tenet of the Near East Foundetioa - “ielp the People Help Thamelves! is well 

mown ond thet equally fauiliar ig tie fact that the key is education, lergaly of 
demonstra. 


tivity of the Parmer by teaching dugroved agricultural practices; but iy eunentins 
adjunct of such 2 program is to teach the farmer practices that will disprove a health 
conditions, to give instruction in home ¢coneules and to instlil = sense of community 
responsibility. 

“fhe Hear Ene’ Foundation bas been engaged in a limited program in dyria since the 
fell of 19h6, but the tense and ooufused political situation hes been guch that it 
has not made the progress favorable. In the perlod 1946~-19h9, however, the founds 


tion gave a rather demousiretion of what could te done in health measures 
by x i) of uplavia in an area occupied by 35 villages with epproxi« 
matahy 10,500 inkwhitents, frou 53 pereent to 6 percent! As a yesult, the Syrian 


govomment offered help for an enlargement of this mieria control program wales 
cumonoed but sdox restricted due te changed in the goverment end lack of Sands on 
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"In May 1951, the Hear East Foundation received a Point IV grant of $07,000 and 
immdiately expanied ita activities; but in February 1952, the Point IV contract 
was caneclie® on the ground that Syria bad not signed an MOA agreement with the 
US ami therefore coulé not receive ite ald. This created an emergency which the 
egg eh apiece dan Ae gent ree (sind pone lt oy 
The cancellation of the agreement vas followed by the enactment of legiziation 


There can be little doubt but that the position of the Near East Foundation vas 
hurt by this episode, for retractions never catch up with accusations. But fron 
all we could learn, it now has the personal assurances of Colonel Shisheki; that 
it fa wanted, that its work is appreciated, and that it my somtime." 
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